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The Prez Sez
by Jerome Petersen
Calendar of Events
Check our website for 2014
programs.



Check Website for details



May 27, Tues. 7 PM at New
Country School. Civil Rights
Movement by Students



June 24, Tues. 7 PM Museum
Vintage Postcard Collecting
Steve Briggs

 If you have suggestions or
comments on upcoming events ….
Contact Judy Loewe 507-248-3345
Calendar Subject to Change.

I checked the 2014 calendar, and according to the one I looked at there is supposed to be a spring this year. But winter is
hanging on with its fingernails, and my
place has a lot of snowbanks as of this date.
So if spring is coming, our annual meeting
can’t be far behind. Last year we thought it
was good to be late so we didn’t have to
worry about the weather. Then it was terrible and some were not able to make it, not
even some of our board members.
Our March newsletter is coming out in
April. We don’t want to be too far in advance of our annual meeting with reservations. Guys like me could pay and forget
about it a month later. Or, say I have a lot
of time; I will do that next month. Next
month I ask myself, wasn’t there something
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I was supposed to do. Some people actually write
things down. But I don’t go to all that trouble. I
can rely on my social secretary (wife) to keep
track of events.
We are knee deep in the CSP (Country School
Project). Better make that neck deep. Eldrene
Ebert gathers data about the property, township
history, maps and other data. Arlene Busse adds
more information about the organization of districts. They insert it into a Word Document, do
some editing, proofing and trimming. Dorothy
assembles and adds photos, students memories/
comments and more, and inserts it into a Publishser Document. RuthAnn Buck assists in interviews, editing and oversight. Then Dorothy
prints out a township, and the staff goes over it
word by word for proofing/corrections. Is the
CSP a big deal? It is a very big deal or as Joe
Biden would say it’s a big…no, wait, we can’t
say that here! Between these four ladies great
(Continued on page 4)
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The job of a Museum Guide is rewarding!
By Sharon Haggeniller

Our mission here at SCHS is “to collect, preserve and disseminate the knowledge about the history of Sibley County and to
relate it to the history of the State of Minnesota.”
This is the time of year when we search for more members to
help with the operation of the Sibley County Historical Museum,
which will open again on Memorial Day, May 26, 2014. We
cannot function without volunteers! There are all kinds of jobs
here; one of them being a guide during “open hours.” Our definition of guiding is first to commit to spending 3 hours here on a
Sunday afternoon, welcome visitors, and relate the history of
Sibley County by discussing artifacts in our collection. This is
not a hard job, no memorizing scripts, new volunteers work with
those who have guided for many years. Marie Main and I
(Sharon) would like to invite all guides, “seasoned” and “new” to
a supper meeting where you can learn all about the possibility of
becoming a guide this summer. We have chosen Tuesday evening, May 20th, 5:00 p.m., at the Museum in Henderson. We need
to know how many people to cook for so there will be a sign-up
sheet at the Annual Meeting, April 27th, or call the Museum at
507-248-3434. We invite everyone to come and hear all about
the process. As members, we are all responsible for relating the
rich history of Sibley County and the Museum is our work station. The city of Henderson also hosts a Classic Car Roll In on
Tuesday evenings so after our meeting there will still be time to
go downtown and see the Classic Cars collection.
Just to give you an idea, Sibley County history was presented
in various ways to 1338 people in 2013. Some right here at the
Museum, others were traveling exhibits and speaking engagements. People visited from North Ireland, Denmark and the following states including Washington, California, Texas, Nebraska, Florida, Wisconsin, Arkansas, Colorado and South Carolina
as well as all over Minnesota. The location of our Museum, along
a major highway, affords the opportunity for many to stop on
their way through town.

Guides of 2013
Sharon Haggenmiller, Marie Main, Ruth Ann Buck, Sharon
Shimota, Dorothy Peterson, Gloria Sinell, Liz Kuphal, JoAnn
Heinz, Arlene Busse, Millie Johnson, Al and Diane Rostberg,
Ray and Gisela Meyer, Rommie and Mary Peterson, Lowell and
Bonnie Nagel, Roger and Hollie Harjes, Marlys Gaucher.and
Judy Loewe.
Now, I would also like to tell everyone about our educational
programs. February of 2013, the Superintendent of Hilltop Elementary school, Henderson approached me to say that students
were studying about the Oregon Trail and she would like to bring
200 students including chaperones, to visit the Museum. There is
no way that we can handle 200 students in our building at the
same time. We usually work tours consisting of a large amount
of people with the J.R. Brown/Minnesota River Center, located
in the old courthouse building, just a block to the east of the Museum. This group was only interested in seeing the things at the
Museum. The alternative was to take artifacts to the school. In
our collection we have some larger items such as a stove, break-

ing plow, grain cradle, to name a few, that would have been used
during the era, but of course we cannot take these to our presentation, so the Superintendent came up with the idea to photograph
the larger items and provide them in a power point presentation.
Judy Loewe and I carefully packed the smaller items in her van
and drove over to the school. We set our artifacts on a couple of
tables and spoke about them, telling what they were and how
they were used or the importance of the artifact in the era, also
referring to the power point. Students also had the opportunity to
ask questions about the artifacts that we brought to our presentation. Afterward,
we packed up
our artifacts and
went back to the
Museum, unloaded and put
away the
items. Here is
where we could
really use someone to help with
lifting. Any
volunteers?
SCHS usually receives a call
from Sibley East
third grade
teachers around
the middle of
March. They
ask if volunteers can come to school and bring artifacts that
would relate to “Little House on the Prairie” stories which they
are studying. Holly Harjes and I have been doing this for about 6
years. (Marie has helped when Holly was not available.) So we
gather up about 40 items from throughout the Museum, carefully
pack them into boxes and load them into the car trunk for our trip
to Gaylord. Upon arrival we cart the boxes into the lunch room
where we put out the items on several tables. The third graders
then come into the room, sit down while Holly and I take turns
describing the artifacts. We interact with the students by asking
them questions of what they have learned and they ask us questions about the items. We have about 45 minutes to share. Then
we carefully pack our artifacts , put them in the trunk for our trip
back to Henderson and the Museum. We unload the trunk, bring
the boxes back into the building and put the artifacts back where
they belong.
In November we get a call from the third grade teachers at
Park Elementary School, LeSueur, to set up a tour date. The
teachers want the students to have the experience of visiting the
Museum, last year 110 with the chaperones. Here we coordinate
the visit with J.R. Brown/Minnesota River Center or JRBMRC
since we cannot handle 110 in the building at one time. We divide the group in half, when the students arrive, with one group
going to the JRBMRC and the other to stay at the Museum. We
have 5 guides who have participated in this ritual many times &
several more that fill in when the others are not available. For
this tour, the guides were: Diane Rostberg, upstairs, Al Rostberg,
basement, Ruth Ann Buck, kitchen. They received “crib sheets”
to relate history of the items that the teachers ask for. I (Sharon)
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was stationed in the parlor and dining area. JoAnn
Heinz had a special job of timekeeper. The larger
group divides into 4 smaller groups, each group
going to one of the four areas mentioned. Our
guides have about 15 minutes to relate the history
of those items chosen. The guide in the dining
room is the time keeper and rings a school bell,
one that would have been used in country schools,
at the end of the 15 minutes. Then each of the four
groups has five minutes to switch to the next area
where again the guide repeats the info given to the
group before. So the smaller groups move around
4 times, then the entire larger groups trade places,
the first group from the Museum walks to the
JRBMRC while the group that was at the
JRBMRC walks to the Museum. Fifteen minutes is
allowed for this change, then we break the large
group into the 4 smaller groups, send each group to
an area and begin the same routine as with the previous large group. Are you confused? In other
words, each guide says their “spiel” 8 times. To
allow enough time, with all this switching around,
we have the students from 8:45-11:15 A.M., this
system seems to work best. We used make corn
cakes and offer beef jerky to each student, also offer “salt water taffy.” Rules have changed over the years as to treating the
students with any food so we have now purchased a supply of

engraved pencils with our name, address and phone number. We
thank the children for coming, hand them a pencil and remind
them to bring their parents and families back during the summer
when they can now be guides and tell about the things they
learned at SCHS.
So now that you have an idea of our educational program,
you are probably asking yourself, “Why go through all this
work?” I refer back to our SCHS Mission Statement: to collect,
preserve and disseminate the knowledge about the history of Sibley County and to relate it to the history of the State of Minnesota. Simply, nowadays history is taught in bits and pieces in
schools and not a required subject. So any part of history that
our guides can relate to our visitors is a small contribution of
facts about Sibley County and Minnesota.
I do have a point to my story! For our most recent school
tour in December, one of our regular guides had another commitment so I asked Ruth Ann Buck, who has been helping for a couple of years on Sunday’s, to help with the school tour. She said
she would try, but was apprehensive since it was her first time to
help with a school tour. I gave her a script of the things the
teachers thought most important for us to tell the students. After
we finished, our guides thought the tour went well and all had
fun doing it. When the children get back to school, they write
Thank-You notes to SCHS. Can you guess which guide was the
most popular? Yes, many students wrote that the kitchen lady
was a favorite so Ruth Ann did a great job.
Sign up for the meeting on May 20th, we will do the cooking
and the dishes, hear all about guiding process at SCHS. Bring
your calendars and choose to help on a Sunday afternoon or even
on a Tuesday evening during the Classic Car Roll In.
Sharon Haggenmiller
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Hidden Treasures?
...or junk!

Lunchtime at MNHS for our research brigade . Eldene, RuthAnn, Arlene, Millie D., Becky, Sharon, Dorothy and my plate. No men were allowed on this photo. It’s a happy looking group. No
wine was consumed
(Continued from page 1)

progress has been made.
Others have helped too, but
the key people are; the
General (Dorothy) and her
Field Marshalls. Our other
volunteers are helping too.
We have gone to the Minnesota Historical Society in
St. Paul twice in the last
months to gather information. They have a card
list of teachers from the
Sibley County Country
Schools. Information included was; date of birth,
school attended and districts taught in etc. That list
included over 1,200 cards.
But that only included
names from 1915 to 1955.
There were hundreds of
names from the 1850s till
We found this gem at MNHS; a school registry with Harriet
1915 to be found elseCollins (Traxler) as a student, along with her sister.
where. All the names we
found will be in the book. The index will be like the phone
book.
Have you ever done this-? Gonna clean up the junk room
today. You start looking through stuff and discover an old
item. Hey! This is neat. Oooh look! I didn’t even know we
had this anymore. Wow! Look at this! This was Ma’s 50
years ago. Hey, I gotta show this to the kids. (Like they’ll care!)
Clean up the junk room? There is no junk, only treasures. Sidetracked! And we had some of that at MNHS. We were looking
for specific information, but it was so much fun to read folders
of connected items we sometimes got sidetracked. There were
9 of us the first day, and 7 the second. It was 18 below zero the
morning of February 11, but we are a hardy bunch, and cold

Look Ma! Space!

does not deter us. Snow or rain or heat or
gloom of night might keep these couriers
away, but cold! Hah! We laugh at 18 below.
They were long days, but we gathered much
information.

We found some new space at the museum in the basement behind the dentist’s chair,
hidden behind a sheet. We removed boards
and other junk from this cove and have a place
to store William’s Studio negatives. They had
been in the Government Room. We have 15
file drawers full that were donated to the museum when they closed up shop. The Studio
was in business from 1960 -1995, although
under different management in the earlier
years. Some kids from the New Country
School, under supervision of Arlene Busse and
Al Rostberg, moved the boxes to their new
Lowell posing for a home. The 1887 window in that cove needed
photo installing the a storm window. It was drafty, and Lowell
new window
Nagel was drafted for this project. There is
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another alcove in that room that we plan to clear out.
We might be calling YOU to help move stuff. There
is even a third cubby hole. Maybe we will call twice.

Junk? ...or hidden treasures!

Do not try this at home I am a professional.

The book fairy visited us. We have got loads of
ledgers, some small, some medium, some hernia producing sizes. They consist of marriage records, probate records, bond records, Old Age Assistance and
more. Are you looking for the marriage records of
your great grandparents in 1903? They might just be
right in our museum, if it took place in Sibley County. Pat Klunder, our newest volunteer is sorting
through and itemizing the stacks of ledgers. She
wants you to help her.
Has it been cold? Our SCHS heating bill for
January was $1,000. We only keep the house at 60°
to conserve fuel but keep the office warmer. Fuel
was a major expense this year.

Got books?

If you have ever had photos taken by William’s
Studio (graduations, weddings, family photos) and
need reprints, we are the place to get them. Keep
that in mind. Even non-members could get one!
I pasted in some pictures of our volunteers doing
what they do.
Window maker and installerator. Lowell Nagel,.
Now you know what he looks like.

This is Pat Klunder . She will take that stack of
books and make it manageable and findable

Your photo
could be here in
June!!

Sharon S.

Sharon H.

Our accession ledger filler inner and
wine steward, Millie Johnson

Dorothy Eldrene RuthAnn

Marie

Arlene
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Ellen Traxler

Mary

Millie
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SCHS Website Three-Year Anniversary
By Steve Briggs, SCHS member and volunteer

http://sibleycountyhistoricalmuseum.com/
Our site turned three years old this past November. During 2011, the site was building up interest and adding many
new features – we were seeing almost 200 visitors per month.
In 2012 we saw over 300 visitors per month. This past year we
average nearly 500 visitors per month! And they arrive from
all over the world: Turkey, Israel, Great Britain, Australia,
Netherlands, Germany, & elsewhere.

morning November 5, 2013 at Hennepin County Medical
Center in Minneapolis. We created a website page, Harriet
(Collins) Traxler, as a tribute.
Be sure to visit our 2014 Events page. We have added
event dates and descriptions, but they are still being organized
and scheduled, so be sure to re-visit.
Order an Ostrom Photograph. We are happy to have
added lists of over 4,000 photographs from our collection for
sale. You can search photos by name (individual or family),
your home town, or even your church. Simply print the page
(s) that contain the photo(s) you desire and mail them to our
museum staff. Readers of local newspapers continue to enjoy
identifying people from old Ostrom photos. And we continue to love posting credit to those who provide us identifica-

20
13

You know them all already, but our Board Members met
for a "Kodak Moment" and the photo is posted on our site.

tions.
Keep your
cards and letters coming!

We have also listed Contacts for many SCHS happenings.
Like Cemetery Records – Sharon Shimota or Memberships –
Ray Meyer or Museum Collections - Sharon Haggenmiller.
Check out our Home page for other contacts and general museum information.
Do you ever
find
yourself
Millie
Ray
Sharon
looking for an old
SCHS Newsletter? Our site now
has four years of
Newsletters, 2009
-2012, available
for your downloading pleasure.
Just visit our
SCHS Newsletter
page.
We lost a
very special person this past year
- Harriet (Collins)
Traxler, 69, of
Carver,
passed
away peacefully
on
Tuesday
Marie /
Sharon
Dwight

Dorothy

Ruth Ann
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Month

Website
Visitors

January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
Sept.
October
Nov.
Dec.

411
385
452
466
459
458
611
676
542
503
546
443

Total

5,952

Rommie

Judy

Mary
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Mystery of the 1890s
Cemetery Cross
By Arlene Busse

Several weeks ago David Tesch brought a large,
weathered wooden cross to the Sibley County Historical
Society for help in locating information about the names
and dates still visible on it. He had found the cross in
storage in one of the outbuildings where his parents,
Shorty and Orma Tesch, had lived. The puzzle to
The names are barely distinguishable on the cross.
solve, why had it been brought to the Tesch farm? He
did not recognize the surname of " Kulkey", which is
she had been living with her daughter. The Kulkey family
visible on both sides, as a family name.
had come to Henderson in 1882 where they lived until movThe record books at St. Paul's United Church of
ing to Dent, MN. in 1911. The names of their 6 children
Christ in Henderson are well preserved back to 1868. A
were not given so the hunt goes on!
look at the baptism records found, "Anna Zady Kuhlike,
geb. den 28 August 1891 in Blakeley, Minn.
Eltern: Gustav Kuhlike --Caroline geb.
Brandt." Pastor Klopsteg added four lines of
German script which has not been translated. The cross, in German, has the words
"Rest in God", with an illegible 1890s date.
The church funeral records show, "Anna
Zeede Kuhlike", date of death, October
25,1896. No cemetery for her interment is
named.
The other name on the cross is,
"George Carl Kulkey". A baptism record for
him at St. Paul's gives his birth date as January 14, 1894 with the German wording
indicating his baptism took place at the
home of his grandparents. His sponsor's
names provided the clue Tesch needed to
see a family connection to his mother. Her
maiden name was "Hobeck" and one sponsor for baby George Carl was Louise Hobeck; there was an "Aunt Louise Hobeck " in
Tesch's memory. He is now talking to older
relatives seeking to find out more about the
Kulkey family. Census and other records are
being researched at the historical society
but the search is hampered by multiple
spellings of the name and not finding a
place of residence for the family during a
census year. For example, there is a birth
record in Ramsey County for " Boy Kulkey"
with the right birth date and parents names
but no death record for him in Ramsey, Sibley, or Scott Counties.
The Brown Cemetery transcription of
tombstone information, authored by Stan
and Carmen Wigand, lists " Kulkey" as the
only information on the monument to be
found in Area1 of Lot 72. St. Paul's funeral
David Tesch holding the
roster lists, "Frau Kulky" with the burial date
mystery cross marker. Out
in Brown Cemetery as January 15, !918. Her
top sleuth is on the case!
short obituary in the Henderson newspaper
said Mrs. Fred Kulkey died in St Paul where
MARCH 2014 VOL 19, ISSUE 1
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SCHS ANNUAL MEETING INFORMATIOn
Please send your reservation check to;
Jerome Petersen

Make checks payable to SCHS

PO Box 25
Gibbon MN 55335
RSVP by April 20th
The cost is $15 per person. This includes; the meal, beverage, slide show,
parking, free elevator use (both up and down) and tip. It will make you
eligible for our prizes. And our program. And some of you will get your
picture in our next newsletter. And an SCHS Pencil. Such a deal!!

THANKS
Thanks to fhe following for their contributions; The Razoo Foundation of Washington DC, Charles and Donna Meyer, a grant
from Minnesota Valley Electric Trust, Stephen Olson and Sharlene Friederichs.
Thaks for these memorials; David and
Kristine Bach in memory of David Bach.
Kaen Mueller and friends in memory of
Ruth Mueller. Our Society is grateful for
your generosity.

Ostrom Update – Spring 2014
By Becky Briggs

As a footnote, the SCHS website posts Ostrom photos after identification has appeared in the newspapers. A tally of the past
three years shows that out of approximately 52 photos printed each year, there were 41 identified in 2011, 29 identified in 2012, and
24 identified in 2013.
This Ostrom photo is noteworthy because of the story behind it. It appeared as an 'unknown photo' in local newspapers this
past August. The photo was identified by Irene Leske, and by Lorna Bartles-Flak. Lorna is a native of Winthrop, and a granddaughter of one of the women in the photo.
Lorna said that in 1913, when the women were young, they attended the annual Winthrop Harvest Festival. On a whim, they
went to the Ostrom studio to have their photo taken. Forty-two years later they reunited, returned to the Ostrom studio, and sat for
another photo – the one included with this article. The group
consists of two sisters from
four different families. Some
of the women were cousins,
while others became sisters-inlaw. It would complete the
story to locate a copy of the
photo that was taken in 1913.
On behalf of the Sibley
County Historical Society, I'd
like to take this opportunity to
thank local newspapers that
participate in Ostrom vintage
photo identification: Winthrop
News, Lafayette Nicollet
Ledger, Standard/Gazette
(Gibbon and Fairfax). We
give special thanks to Ruth
Klossner, who prepares the
photos to be printed in the
newspaper, and then reports
identifications when they are
made.
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NEW* AND RENEWED MEMBERS

Karen & Charles Erickson Brooklyn Cnt
Susan H Ainsworth
Minneapolis MN
Jo Ann M Heintz
Henderson MN
Delores Johnson
New Ulm MN
Herbert Poncin
Nicollet MN
Terry & Janet Dempsey
New Ulm MN
William & Vickie Holtz New Auburn MN
Roger & Lorraine Just
Henderson MN
James & Joyce Evenson
Gibbon MN
Louis & Peggy Longhenry Carver MN
Becky & Steve Briggs
Eagan MN
Merlin & Wilma Bartles* Belle Plaine
Zylpha Mueller
Winthrop MN
Cindy Stevens
Lake Elmo MN
Dale & Barbara Gustafson Savage MN
Diane & Brian Fredin
Winthrop MN
Jon & Roxanne Butler Minneapolis MN
Judith Monkkonen
Culver City CA
Roseann Schauer
Currie MN

Marjorie Matthiae
Gaylord MN
Arden & Marie Kreft
Arlington MN
Bill & Charlotte Beseke
Arlington MN
Clark Kube
Eden Prairie MN
Carrie L Johnson
Poolesville MD
Fred W Lobitz
Hamburg MN
Darlene E Heise
Gibbon MN
George & Cheyann Doheny
Prior Lake MN
Jane E Delger
Ulm Germany
Stephen G Olson
Cologne MN
Marjorie L Johnson
St Peter MN
William H Borchert
Chamblee GA
Lowell D Hanson
North Oaks MN
William Grimes
Roumd Rock TX
Eric C Hanson
Chesapeake VA
Arden & Carol Sjogren*
Bismarck ND
Ruth Ann Buck
Arlington MN
Amy & George Coury*
Torrance CA
Diane Fredin
Winthrop MN
Yes Virginia, there is a
Santa Claus -and also a
springtime in Minnesota.

Membership Form
I would like to become a member of the Sibley County Historical Society.
NAME ___________________________________SCHS TREASURER
ADDRESS ________________________________49858 316 ST
_____________________________

Winthrop MN 55396-2038

PHONE __________________________________

Regular meetings
are held at 7:00 p.m. on the fourth
Tuesday of the month, March thru
November at the museum in
Henderson. The public is invited.
The museum is open to the public
for tours on Sundays from 2:00 p.m.
to 5:00 p.m. June thru October and
Send articles, announcements, photos and comments to
the SCHS Newsletter, P.O. Box 407, Henderson, MN
56044 or Email: schs1@frontiernet.net

E-MAIL______________________________
Individual--$20, Family-- $25, Business-- $50 Send to:

Check your due date on the mailing label. Membership dues are as
stated on the form. Please use it to renew your subscription or pass it
along to anyone who is interested.
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!

http://sibleycountyhistoricalmuseum.com/

700 Main Street
P.O. Box 407
Henderson, MN 56044
Phone: 507-248-3434
Email: schs1@frontiernet.net
SIBLEY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY BOARD
Jerome Petersen
Dwight Grabitske

President
Vice-President

Dorothy Peterson

Secretary

Ray Meyer

Treasurer

Sharon Haggenmiller
Judy Loewe
Millie Johnson
Ruth Ann Buck

Curator
Marie Main
Sharon Shimota
Mary Petersen

Henderson Pride Day; Pay it Forward!
Saturday May 10th will be a community clean up day
starting at 9:30 a.m. and wrapping up with a pot luck
meal at the Community Building at noon. The idea is
to get enough teams to help around town to get the
work done in a couple of hours. The only requirements
are to bring a dish to pass, and a garden tool when you
show up. The west side of our new addition needs
some landscaping; this will be a good time to do
it! We have a Hosta bed at the northwest corner of the
building which needs thinning out. I believe that we
can transplant some of these in addition to those that
are already there. There is also a donation of assorted
Day Lilies to be planted. Then we need some other
colorful flowers or plants that will bloom all summer. Are there any ideas or donations? I believe that
the flower bed located under our newly painted sign
also needs to be planted. If you noticed last year there
were flower pots out by the driveway and sidewalk, we
will probably have to plant. So there is much to do.
Any help on May 20th would be greatly appreciated.
Sharon Haggenmiller

Curator
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