Sibley County Historical Society
700 Main Street
Henderson, Minnesota
June 2026 Meeting Minutes
Thursday, June 25, 2026, 5:30 p.m.

Attendance: Joy Cohrs, Diane Fredin, Becky Briggs, Verne Schlueter, Del Quast, Diana Kroells, Alice
Strobel, Joe Strobel, Shirley Black Absent: None.

Call to order: Meeting was called to order by President Joy Cohrs at 5:30 pm.
Agenda: Approve/deny Agenda

President Joy Cohrs presented the agenda.

Minutes: Approve/deny May 2026 minutes:

Motion to approve the Secretary minutes was made by Alice Strobel, second by Becky Briggs.

Treasurer Report: Approve/deny June 2026 Treasurer Report

Reports Prepared by Treasurer Diana Kroells and were presented by Diana. Reports were reviewed.

A motion was made by Diane Fredin to accept the Treasurer’'s Report. Becky Briggs second the
motion. All in favor. Passed.

Old Business
Hometown Bank
1. President Joy Cohrs has signed up as a signer on the SCHS accounts
2. Treasurer Diana Kroells went through the Safety Deposit Box at the bank. The following
contents were found:
a. Cassette (Photo)
b. Deed (?) (school district)
Certificate of exemption status (State)
Minutes of organization 1940
Deeds
Abstract
g. Other legal papers
NOTED: One safety deposit box key was found at the museum. Per the bank records, two keys
were provided to the museum. The last two people who signed in to view the safety deposit
box were asked if they had a key. Neither of them did. President Joy Cohrs will check with
some past SCHS officers to see they have knowledge of the second key.
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Grant Update

President Joy Cohrs provided an updated on the most recent grant that we had applied for which
would cover the architect drawings for the roof replacement. We did not get the grant. There wasn't
any explanation given, but there was a note about “missing assessment report and photos”. President
Joy Cohrs indicated that this information was indeed included with the grant paperwork. To gather



information on the grant denial, Joy had a phone conference with the architect and Jon Beatty, the
Minnesota State Historical representative, discussing the grant, along with seeking measures we can
do to secure a grant in the future. It was suggested that the grant application be resubmitted by July
10' to see if we can get a smaller grant. Once that is achieved, then go for a larger grant. Joy will
contact the gentleman from Gaylord who wrote the grant to proceed with the resubmission of the
grant.

Joy also noted that during the phone conference, Jon Beatty brought up concerns with the roofing
material we selected. He will send Joy examples of the roofing material he was referring to in an
earlier conversation with her.

Phone Bill
President Joy Cohrs received proposals from both Frontier and Metronet for phone and internet
services in the Museum.

1. Frontier was able to cut our current bill by 50% .... $209 per month (from $418)

2. Metronet (services used by the City of Henderson) provided a proposal for $94 a month for
both phone and internet (lowest speed). Mike Reinhardt checked in with the museum'’s
security vendor to see if the internet speed would be appropriate for the museum security
system and sensors. The vendor replied that it would work well with the system.

Joy will check into ending our contract with Frontier and obtaining a contract with Metronet.
New Business

Security Sensor failure on the kitchen door. Mike Reinhardt investigated the sensor and found he
needed to contact the security company. They came and fixed the sensor.

America’s 250" Anniversary Celebrations in Sibley County.

Diane Fredin reported on the 250" Anniversary celebrations being held in Sibley County. They are
listed in current newsletter. Note there is an event at the Sibley County Court House on July 8. Joy
will attend as the representative of the historical society.

Orkin Pest Control Proposal

Treasurer Diana Kroells received a proposal to prepay for services for a year and receive savings. The
letter indicated that by prepaying we would not endure their upcoming fee increases. Motion was
made by Alice Strobel to prepay Orkin for a year. Verne Schleuter seconded the motion. All were in
favor.

Collections
While working at the museum, Joy was presented with a donation of miscellaneous advertising items.

Alice Strobel showed the board the items which included calendars, matches, spoon, and music from
Whoopie John. A motion was made by Diane Fredin to accept these items into the museum. Becky

Briggs seconded the motion.

Alice Strobel reported that the accessioning of items is entirely caught up. Mike Reinhardt is



finishing up the input into the Past Perfect Program.

Upcoming Sibley County Budget Planning Meeting on August 11",
President Joy Cohrs is preparing our request for funds to the Sibley County Budget Committee. Of
note, we have received the same amount since 2015.

The board held an in-depth conversation on the thoughts for our presentation to the Sibley County
Budget Committee, which included how we report our current financial situation. The overall
treasurers report includes the larger donations, which have been slated by the donator for specific
purposes. While we make note of this, it should be clearly noted what we currently have in our
accounts to pay for the operations of museum which are not covered by the large donations. This
would provide a clearer picture of our need for county monies.

Addition related discussion:
1. Diane Fredin reported on the current City funding state for the Winthrop Museum
2. Verne Schlueter brought up different fund-raising ideas.
3. Possible operating grants offered by the electric company were discussed.

What's-It Items for the Fair

President Joy Cohrs presented three items for the fair. The board reviewed the items. The smallest of
the three was chosen for the What's-It fair item. (The item'’s identity is a secret and will be revealed
after the fair.)

Guides needed for July 5%
Verne Schleuter and Del Quast will cover the guiding on this date.

Office Depot/Office Max Tax Exempt Card
Treasurer Diana Kroells received the Office Depot/Office Max Tax Exempt Card. Alice Strobel
indicated she had applied for it. Alice will place the card in the office area.

Online Membership Form
Diana Kroells signed up for her own membership online and asked where the printed form should be
turned in. The Treasurer is responsible for those forms.

Signage on Highway 19 West of the museum
Board member Verne Schlueter asked for an update on his idea of having a sign along Highway 19
indicating that there is a museum for people to see as they enter Henderson coming from the west.
President Joy Cohrs plans to research this soon.

Water Softener

Last week Joy noticed the toilet was rusty. It doesn't appear that the salt is being used and there are
thoughts that the water softener may not be working. The plumber who put this in has since retired.
Joe Strobel will check in with B&R and have them look at the water softener.

Newsletter
Diane Fredin reported on the number of newsletters she is sending out. Those that were delinquent



on paying their membership (due 2024 and back) were dropped from the newsletter mailing. Diane
also asked for the board opinion on sending newsletters to the Sibley County cities, the county
commissioners, and libraries. Board members provided their thoughts to Diane.

Adjourn —The meeting was adjourned at 6:50 pm. Alice Strobel made the motion to adjoin; Becky
Briggs seconded the motion. Passed.

Next Meeting is July 23"

Respectfully Submitted

Shirley A. Black, Secretary



