
Sibley County Historical Society 

700 Main Street 

Henderson, Minnesota 

May 2026 Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, May 28, 2026, 5:30 p.m. 

Attendance: Joy Cohrs, Diane Fredin, Becky Briggs, Verne Schlueter, Del Quast, Diana Kroells, Alice 

Strobel, Joe Strobel, Shirley Black   Absent:  None.  

Call to order: Meeting was called to order by President Joy Cohrs at 5:30 pm. 

Agenda: Approve/deny Agenda 

President Joy Cohrs presented the agenda. 

 

Minutes: Approve/deny March 2026 minutes: 

Motion to approve the Secretary minutes was made by Diane Fredin, second by Verne Schlueter. 

Passed. 

Note the April Annual Meeting Minutes will be approved at next year’s Annual Meeting. 

 

Treasurer Report: Approve/deny May 2026 Treasurer Report 

Reports Prepared by Treasurer Diana Kroells and were presented by Diana. Reports were reviewed. 

Questions/Discussion: 

• Diana has reformatted some of the reports and was complimented on her work.  The new 

format makes reading the reports very easy. 

• Board Discussion – Will use Charles Meyer’s donation fund to pay off the rest of the Annual 

Meeting bills.   ($200+) 

• $20 was received from Sharon Haggenmiller for the Annual meeting, via mail.   Diane Fredin 

opened the envelope, and it was given to the Treasurer. 

• HomeTown Bank:   Treasurer Diana Kroells reported that she went to the bank and she is now 

on the SCHS bank accounts.  She utilized the meeting notes which indicated she was the new 

treasurer.     Upon seeing if President Joy Cohrs could be on the accounts as well, the Bank 

could not do this, as it was not stated in the SCHS Meeting minutes to have the president on 

the bank accounts. 

Alice Strobel made a motion to add President Joy Cohrs, along with Treasurer Diana Kroells to 

all the accounts at the HomeTown Bank, effective immediately.  Discussion: There should 

always be two people on the bank accounts, as well as the Edward Jones accounts. This is not a 

co-signing arrangement (where both are required to sign), but an arrangement where either 

one could sign. With each new President and/or Treasurer, we will need to make a motion to 

specify the names of both the treasurer and the president for the bank as well as the Edward 

Jones Accounts.  Diane Fredin seconded the motion.   All in favor.  Passed. 

• When Treasurer Diana Kroells was at HomeTown Bank, the bank representative mentioned that 

we had a lot of money in the checking account.  The interest rate is very low.   The bank 

representative suggested a 5-month CD – at appx. 3.75% interest   By having a short-term CD, 



we would not have to wait long if we needed to withdraw money. 

After discussion, Alice Strobel made a motion to put $20,000 into the 5-month CD.   Becky 

Briggs seconded the motion. 

Looking further into the monthly expenses, and consideration of the summer lawn mowing 

expenses, Alice Strobel made a motion to amend her motion, changing the amount from 

$20,000 to $15,000.  Becky Briggs seconded the motion.  All in favor. Passed. 

• Treasurer Diana Kroells noted that during her visit to the bank, the bank representative 

mentioned that there is also a safety deposit box.    Joy did search for a safety deposit box key 

at the museum, and one was located.   We will anxiously await the next meeting to learn more 

about the contents of the safety deposit box. 

• Telephone/Internet Bill: We currently use Frontier.  Our Monthly bill is over $400.   President 

Joy Cohrs called Frontier and was able to negotiate a new monthly rate of $219.   She asked 

the board if we should go with Frontier or if she should look at other companies, such as RS 

Fiber, Mediacom and other companies that service Henderson.    It was asked by a board 

member if there are any additional considerations needed for the museum’s security system as 

it relates to phone/internet.  It was stated that the museum’s security system uses the internet.  

After discussion ended, President Joy Cohrs will seek out other options/quotes for the 

telephone/internet service and will report back at the June meeting. 

A motion was made by Diane Fredin to accept the Treasurer’s Report.  Verne Schlueter second the 

motion.  All in favor.  Passed. 

 

Annual Meeting Review.   

Discussion by the board members. 

• Feedback received from attendees and the board members present at the meeting all reported 

that the food was very good. 

• Entertainment was good. 

• Overall, it was well.   

• Only downside was that there wasn’t a large crowd. 

 

Orkin Pest Control Visit 

An Orkin representative came to the visit and prepared a quote for advanced pest control measures at 

the museum.   The total quote was appx. $40,000 ($30, 090 for the Orkin Shield plan, and $9, 400 for 

the Leaf Stopper system).   The quote was passed to each board member to review.  It was decided to 

not pursue the Orkin quote. 

Of note – a recent visitor found a dead mouse in the basement. 

 

Recognition 

President Joy Cohrs was approached by someone to recognize the work and time put in by the 

previous treasurer, Tom Frauendienst.  After discussion, since this has not been a previous practice, it 

was decided to forgo the recognition, but all signed a card, thanking Tom for his years of dedication 

and work as the SCHS Treasurer. 

 

New Board Member 

Joe Stroebel was introduced by President Joy Cohrs as the SCHS newest board member. We all 

welcomed Joe! 

 



 

PayPal Breach 

Mike Reinhardt discovered that the Museum’s PayPal account had been broken into and the money in 

the account was withdrawn.  Mike worked with the PayPal support team and was able to get our 

money returned. 

Discussion: 

• PayPal is used for online sales.   

•  Ancestry.com charges us $49.99 per month and that is the charge out of PayPal account.  

• Monies from the PayPal account should regularly be transferred into the bank account. 

• Should PayPal be used versus direct deposit into our bank account. 

No further action. 

 

Collections 

1. Coin Purse donation from Carol Jackson.  Coin Purse is from Bender’s Hardware in Henderson.  

Motion was made by Verne Schlueter to accept the coin purse.  Becky Briggs seconded the 

motion. 

2. Bull Leader tool.   Verne Schlueter found this tool in his field.  Discussion:  this tool maybe a 

good item for the “What’s It” at our building during the Sibley County fair.  After the fair, this 

tool will be discussed to determine whether it should be accepted into the museum’s 

collection. 

3. Donation of a 1940’s Navy Uniform belonging to Allen Kroehler (born in Henderson), by 

Carolyn Kroehler, his daughter.  President Joy Cohrs asked Carolyn to send pictures of the 

uniform, for the collections committee, to help in determining if this is an item we are 

interested in.  Once the photos have arrived, we will continue discussion on the uniform. 

4. Bowler Hat donation from C. John Lenz from Winthrop (born 1877).  Diane Fredin expressed 

interest in the hat for the Winthrop Museum.   President Joy Cohrs will email Mr. Lenz to see if 

he would be interested in donating it locally to the Winthrop Museum. 

5. Via Tom Bender of Henderson, Matt McPherson (a Henderson Native) makes unique guitars 

(which retail for $3,000 to $10,000).   Mr. McPherson would be interested in having a guitar 

displayed in the museum but has requested a special display case.  Discussion entailed that we 

do not have a special case, nor the means to secure the guitar.   A board member suggested 

maybe seeing if he would be interested in the Minnesota Music Museum in New Ulm.   

President Joy Cohrs will be meeting with him soon for further discussion. 

6. Work Basket Magazines from Ervie Asmus.   A motion was made by Diane Fredin to accept 

these magazines into the museum.  Becky Briggs seconded the motion. 

 

Grant Update 

President Joy Cohrs provided an updated on the most recent grant that we had applied for which 

would cover the architect drawings for the roof replacement.  We did not get the grant. There wasn’t 

any explanation given, but there was a note about “missing assessment report and photos”.  President 

Joy Cohrs indicated that this information was indeed included with the grant paperwork.   We will be 

able to apply again for this grant in October.   In the meantime, Joy is organizing a phone conference 

with herself, the architect and Jon Beatty, the Minnesota State Historical representative, to discuss the 

grant, along with hopefully obtaining measures we can do to secure a grant in the future. 

 

Winthrop Museum Update 



Diane Fredin provided an update on the Winthrop Museum.   Due to the City of Winthrop budget 

cuts, the Winthrop Museum received a significant cut in funding from the City of Winthrop.   Diane 

explained the museum’s reaction to the funding cut and happily reported that the museum had a 

successful garage sale and received donations of various amounts which has covered their funding 

loss. 

 

Signage on Highway 19 West of the museum 

Board member Verne Schlueter brought up the idea of having a sign along Highway 19 indicating 

that there is a museum for people to see as they enter Henderson coming from the west.  Discussion 

ensued about going to the State of Minnesota to see if this is possible.  President Joy Cohrs will 

research. 

 

Adjourn – the meeting was adjoined at 6:45 pm. Verne Schlueter made the motion to adjoin; 

Becky Briggs seconded the motion. Passed. 

Respectfully Submitted 

Shirley A. Black, Secretary 


