
Sibley County Historical Society 

700 Main Street 

Henderson, MN 56044 

Meeting Minutes 

Thursday August 25, 2022 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Joy Cohrs at 5:00 pm. 

Attending:  Verne Schlueter, Diane Fredin, Mike Reinhardt, Joy Cohrs, Becky Briggs, Holly Harjes,  Tom Frauendienst 

Tom Frauendienst, Shirley Black        Guests:   Kathy Creech, Judy Loewe 

 

Agenda: Approve/deny August agenda.    Diane Fredin made a motion to approve the agenda, Verne Schlueter seconded 
it. 

 

Minutes: Approve/deny July 2022 minutes.   After a brief discussion on the newsletter information in the minutes, Becky 
Briggs made a motion to approve the minutes, seconded by Mike Reinhardt. 

 

Treasurer Report: Approve/deny August Treasurer Report Tom.   Treasurer report was reported later in the meeting 
when the Treasurer joined the meeting.  Board member questions were addressed by Tom on some of the line items.  
Becky Briggs made a motion to approve the treasurer’s report, seconded by Holly Harjes. 

Treasurer Tom noted that only about ½ the dues have been paid. Discussion around this included the lack of the March 
newsletter.   Due information will be given to Diane Fredin by Tom to put into the newsletter.    There was a discussion 
on “Lifetime” dues.   This was done many years ago to raise money and has not been offered since that time. 

Old Business 

Programs- Judy Loewe /September meeting will be in Winthrop at the museum followed by a program.   Judy reported 
that the September 2022 Board of Directors meeting will be held at the Winthrop Museum -5:00 pm start time.  At 6:30 
pm will begin the “Hat Lady” (Diane Fredin) program.   Diane is looking for full sized Christmas Trees for this event.   It 
should be noted that 1.) Might consider bringing a bag lunch since there is limited food options in Winthrop (Hahn’s may 
be open, but only until 8:00 pm)    2.)  Highway 19 just east of the Winthrop City Limits will be closed and there will be a 
detour to get into Winthrop when arriving from the east. 

 

Judy discussed her attempt to get an October program topic on Foster Children.   At the Christmas event, Mark Meyer 
had discussed the idea of talking about Foster Care.  Since then, Mark has moved to Brownton. Judy also discovered that 
Mark worked with the Wisconsin Foster Children system and not Minnesota.  Judy contacted Sibley County Services and 
they declined due to the private nature of the Foster Care System.      Thus, Judy is looking for ideas.    Shirley Black 
mentioned that the Brown County Historical Society a week or two ago did a major event commemorating the 160th 
Anniversary of the Sioux Upraising.  In addition to the tours, they had several speakers.    Joy Cohrs will contact Brown 
County Historical Society to get information and hopefully potential speakers.     Judy commented that if we do go with 
this, since it is a popular topic, that we may want to hold it someplace central with some space – suggesting the meeting 



room at the Sibley County Courthouse.   John Glisczinski, the administrator at the Courthouse is the person to contact to 
reserve a room if needed. 

SCHS Newsletter- How is everyone doing on their assignments?   The newsletter was discussed.   Diane showed us and 
read to us the newsletter as she has it done up to this point.  The four board members who were assigned to write an 
article as part of “Old House” indicated they have completed their articles.   Pictures have also been turned into Diane or 
will be (ie the Fair pictures).   The goal for this newsletter is to be done by September 1st.   Printing will be done by 
Gustavus, and Tom will get labels for Diane. 

Ann Tracy Exhibit / August 11 recap    This event was well attended.   Ann took some of her bigger paintings and the rest 
of her things will be mailed back to her in October. 

Porch painting- Update ( is in progress)    Dick, the painter reported that the painting would begin this week.  It does not 
appear to have been started.  Joy shared with the Board, the colors of paint chosen, along with the areas that will be 
painted.   Joy showed us the paint examples.   The porch floor will be a light gray, the turquoise color will be replaced.    
The paint will be purchased locally.   The sign will not be painted at this time.  Joy showed the board a picture of what a 
new sign could look like.  She is going to get a quote/mockup of what a sign could look like and present it to the board at 
the next meeting if it is ready by then. 

County Fair feedback -   The county fair went very well.   People enjoyed Verne’s music.   There were many good 
comments and the displays, especially Gaylord’s, looked wonderful. 

New Business: 

Collection Committee Report/ policy.   No report from the Collection Committee this month.  Mike did bring up the 
Collection and Deaccession Amendment document and would like the board to take action on this.   After much 
discussion on the document, a motion was made by Diane Fredin to approve the amendment document effective today.   
Verne second the motion.   The document is to be hung up in the museum for all to see. 

The Deaccession Committee was discussed.  Right now, it is Marie Main and Arlene Busse.   Holly Harjas was added to 
the committee. 

Lastly there are old school desks down in the basement – tucked away from sight.   Holly asked that they be donated to 
the Green Isle Charter School.    There is no detailed information on the school desks.   Diane Fredin made a motion to 
give the desks to the Green Isle Charter School. This was seconded by Tom Frauendienst.   Holly Harjas is responsible for 
the removal of the desks leaving the tags at the museum for Mike to remove from inventory. 

Next, we took a tour outside with two focus areas: 

1.) Roof.  We observed the broken slate shingles on the roof.   Joy presented a flyer from a Mankato business on 
steel roofs that look like slate.   The group concurred that Joy could go ahead with getting bids so that we have 
an idea of how much the roof would cost to replace. 

2.) The Sign.   The sign is currently in need of attention – as discussed under the painting section, Joy showed us a 
picture of the Sibley County Fair’s newer sign.  The group concurred that Joy should go ahead and see what a 
quote for a new sign like the Fair’s sign would cost us – stating that there should be two signs or the sign visible 
from both directions on the road in front of the museum. 

Adjournment    The meeting was adjoined at 6:25 pm. 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

 

Shirley Black, SCHS Secretary 


