
Sibley County Historical Society 
2026 Annual Meeting Minutes 

River Bottom Tavern Dining Room, Henderson, MN 
Sunday, April 26, 2026 

 
 
 

Attendance: 
Check-in for the meeting started at 11:30 a.m.  A substantial and tasty meal of turkey, ham, 
mashed potatoes and gravy, green beans, coleslaw, dinner rolls, and an assortment of 
Bundt cakes for dessert was served at 12 Noon.  There were 34 people in attendance. 
 
After the dinner, President Joy Cohrs called the meeting to order at 12:49 p.m. 
 
President Cohrs began the meeting by introducing board members that were present: 
Vice President Diane Fredin, Holly Harjes, Verne Schlueter, Delano Quast, and Becky Briggs.  
Board members that were unable to attend were Treasurer Tom Frauendienst, Secretary 
Shirley Black, and Alice Strobel. 
 
Unfinished Business:  There was no unfinished business to discuss. 
 
New Business: 
 

Treasurer’s Report:  The Audited Annual Treasurer’s report was printed in the 
program for attendees to review. 

 
Secretary’s Report:  The Secretary’s report from the 2025 Annual Meeting was not 
available. 
 
2025 Display Report:  Holly Harjes gave an update on displays at the museum: 

+The museum will be open after the meeting, please come have a look at what 
the display committee has been doing. 
+The current display committee is continuing on the foundation Arlene Busse 
and Marie Main built. 
 +Committee member Susan spends a great amount of time going through 
boxes to find interesting items to display.  Having items entered in the 
computer aids in finding them and then returning them to the correct location. 
+There will be a Christmas event this year. 
+Bring your summer visitors to the museum for a Sunday afternoon tour, and 
stop downtown afterward for a treat or a bite to eat. 



Nominating Committee Report:  Holly Harjes is at the end of eligibility for the board.   
The Board nominated Joe Strobel of Gaylord as her replacement, and he has agreed 
to serve. 
 
Board -appointed replacement for Treasurer:  Diana Kroells of Washington Lake 
Township was asked if she would consider taking over Treasurer duties from Tom 
Frauendienst.  She agreed, and will take over starting in May. 

  
Other Business:  There was no additional business to discuss. 

 
Recognitions: 
 Resigning Treasurer Tom Frauendienst and retiring board member Holly Harjes were 
given special recognition.  The Tuesday volunteer crew and Thursday volunteer crew were 
both thanked.  Mike Reinhardt was thanked for his continued help with computer tasks.  
Those who volunteer to be Sunday tour guides were thanked.  It was also noted that a few 
additional tour guides would be helpful for scheduling purposes. 

 
Door Prizes:  Eight pots of live flowers were given as door prizes.  Board members were not 
eligible for the drawing 
 
Adjourn the 2026 Annual Business meeting:  President Cohrs called for a motion to end the 
meeting.  Motion was made by Becky Briggs, seconded by Karen Klenk.  Passed 
unanimously.  
 
************************************************************************** 
 

Program 
 

“What Are We Doing With All Those Carp In Our Lakes?” 
 

Kenneth Seemann gave a talk about his time as a commercial fisherman.  It was 
interesting to learn how he removed MILLIONS of pounds of carp, bullhead, and buffalo fish 
from area lakes, and how those fish were distributed and processed. 

 
************************************************************************** 
 
Respectfully submitted by Becky Briggs, substituting for Shirley Black. 


