
Sibley County Historical Society 
700 Main Street 

Henderson, MN 56044 
Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, January 25, 2024 – 5:30 pm 
 

Attending: Joy Cohrs, Becky Briggs, Diane Fredin, Verne Schlueter, Del Quast, Tom Frauendienst, Mike 
Reinhardt, Holly Harjes, Shirley Black  
 
The January 2024 Meeting was called to order by President Joy Cohrs at 5:20 pm (started early since all 
board members were present.)  
 
Agenda: Approve/deny January agenda. Shirley Black made a motion to approve the agenda, Tom 
Frauendienst seconded the motion. Passed  
 
Minutes: Approve/deny November/December Meeting 2023 minutes. Diane Fredin made a motion to 
approve the minutes, Verne Schlueter seconded the motion. Passed 
 
Treasurer Report: Approve/deny January Treasurer Report. Holly Harjes made a motion to approve the 
Treasurer’s Report. Becky Briggs second the motion. Passed.  
Treasurer’s Report/Discussion:  

• We received our 1st Quarter payment from Sibley County. 

• Charles Meyer’s donation of $30,000 was put into an Edward Jones account. 

• Tom indicated that he has filed the sales tax. 

• Exempt status has been done. 

• Orkin:  Check has not been cashed. 
o The Foundation cracks have been filled in as per Orkin’s recommendations. 

▪ Volunteers to watch for signs of rodents in the museum. 

• Our membership number should be used when ordering from the Minnesota Historical Society. 

• $500 memorial received in memory of Veronica Braasch by Paul & Sue Rodewald. 

• $25 memorial received in memory of Veronica Braasch from Sonny and Karen Fandrey. 

• $50 donation from Lois Bode.  

• Audit – We need to set up a date/time to complete the yearly treasurer audit. 

• We have some newsletters returned for invalid addresses.  Diane Fredin volunteered to research 
those. 

 

Old Business:  
Grant- Joy:   Our grant check is coming.  Joy will contact the Architect to proceed with the roof assessment. 
 
Anniversary-Holly/Diane  Diane reported that Charles Meyer has requested for the Anniversary Celebration, 
we go with a robust Anniversary event/meal. 
 
The 75th Anniversary will be celebrated on Memorial Day, May 27th, 2024 (which coincides with the opening 
day).    Diane Fredin will Coordinate. 
Holly reported that a video will be made by Susan, which will feature Arlene Busse doing a walk through the 
museum providing information on rooms and items. 
 
Becky Briggs is also doing a slide show of the museum for the Anniversary. 



Annual Meeting:   Holly reported using the Arlene Busse narrated slide show for the annual meeting. 
 
Newspapers-We have a plan!!   Joy Cohrs reported that the team has a plan in place to ensure that all 
newspapers have been microfilmed. 
 
Magnets – Joy   Joy reviewed the anniversary magnets and asked for suggestions .  There were none. 
 
New Business:  
 
Evolution-Verne    Verne showed us his cap from the Evolution shop in Henderson, MN.   Verne has paid the 
$40 set-up fee for the SCHS logo.  Please feel free to order SCHS clothing items. 
  
Outside Faucet  The faucet is very old and leaking.  It is felt that a frost free faucet would be best.  Tom will 
get Dennis Weber to look at it.  
 
Advertising-Verne   Verne suggested selling ads.  No further discussion. 
 
School Books  There was a question about the school books being sold at the county libraries.  Joy reviewed 
the history of some of the libraries selling books, while others chose not to. 
 
Mail – Becky  Becky was looking for an Ostrum Photo identification letter.   Tom explained his collection and 
delivery of mail process.   It was asked if the mail could be expedited to the Museum.  Tom and Mike will 
work on this. 
 
Photo viewer (info enclosed)  A 3-D photo viewer has been made available to us by a member of the 
Lundgren Family of Gibbon.  A motion was made by Holly Harjes and seconded by Becky Briggs to accept the 
Photo viewer donation. 
 
Obituary services form for approval:   Joy showed the board the updated obituary service form.  Everyone 
approved the updates. 
 
Any other  Volunteer Susan’s mother passed away.   The board sends our condolences to Susan and her 
family. 
 
Sibley County Fair:  Holly reported that they are thinking of using a “history of sports in the town” theme this 
year – with each town in Sibley County doing their own display. 
 
Adjourn:   Meeting adjourned at 7:00 pm 
 
Respectfully Submitted  
Shirley Black, SCHS Secretary 

 

 

 

 









 


