
Sibley County Historical Society 

700 Main Street 

Henderson, Minnesota 

Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, March 26, 2026, 5:30 p.m. 

Attendance: Joy Cohrs, Diane Fredin, Becky Briggs, Verne Schlueter, Del Quast, Tom Frauendienst, 

Holly Harjes, Shirley Black Guest Susan Mathwig Absent: Alice Strobel 

Call to order: Meeting was called to order by President Joy Cohrs at 5:30 pm. 

Agenda: Approve/deny Agenda 

Joy presented the agenda, which will be short tonight. 

 

Minutes: Approve/deny February 2026 minutes: 

Thank you to Becky Briggs for substituting for the absence of the secretary for the past months. 

Motion to approve the minutes was made by Diane Fredin, second by Shirley Black. Passed. 

 

Treasurer Report: Approve/deny March 2026 Treasurer Report 

Reports Prepared by Treasurer Tom Frauendienst were presented by Tom. Reports were reviewed. 

Questions/Discussion: 

▪ Verified the disbursements of Charles Meyer’s donation. There will be a bill for microfilming 

which has just been completed. Payment for this will be from Charles Meyer’s donation. Diane 

Fredin will update him. 

 

A motion was made by Becky Brigg to approve the Treasurer’s Report. The second was made by 

Verne Schlueter. Passed. 

Old Business: None 

New Business: 

Treasurer Position Update 

Joy reported on the recent conversations with Diana Kroells. Diana has agreed to take on the 

Treasurer position. She will take on this role after the upcoming annual meeting. The Treasurer 

is an appointed position, not an elected role. 

Motion to approve the appointment of Diana Kroells as the new SCHS treasurer was made by 

Diane Fredin, seconded by Verne Schlueter. Passed. 

Thank you to Tom for his dedication and work as the treasurer these past years. Tom will gather 

and prepare his documents, lists, etc to be transferred to Diana. 



Museum Cleaning 

It was noted how nice the museum is looking, thanks to the recent clean-up efforts which were 

made in anticipation of a tour group coming. Unfortunately, the tour group did not come, but it is 

noted that these efforts will lighten the spring-cleaning load. 

Edina Alarm 

There has been an alert being issued on the basement window. The issue has been located and 

taken care of. 

 

Sibley County Fair 

1.  What’s It. Verne Schleuter brought a tool in for the “What’s It” identification event at the fair. 

Diane Fredin indicated that she would have a second item for the “What’s It” event. 

 

There was discussion on whether to keep holding the “What’s It” identification event since 

many attendees scan the item on their phone which makes it easily identifiable. It was decided 

to continue with the “What’s It” event. 

 

2. Joy updated the board on the fair theme, “Transportation Through The Years”. Discussion was 

held on the displays, the team handling the different areas, as well as what items from the 

museum would be useful in the display. 

 

Board Member Term Expiring in 2026 

Holly Harjes’ board term will end in 2026. Susan Mathwig, currently a volunteer at the museum, is 

interested in being a board member. Susan was present at the meeting allowing her to observe a 

board meeting and gain insight into the SCHS board meetings. 

 

Annual Meeting 

All things are set for the Annual Meeting. The flyer for the meeting has been made and was sent out 

in the recent newsletter. 

 

The museum will be open both before and after the meeting. 

 

Plants will be purchased as door prizes. Diane Fredin will handle this. 

 

Senior Expo – April 9 

Diane Fredin and Joy Cohrs will be hosting the SCHS table at this event, which will take place in 

Arlington at Peace Lutheran Church. They will be bringing notepads, membership forms, 

memorabilia from the museum, books, etc. 

 

Possible Grant Opportunities 

Verne Schleuter made us aware of recent grants from MN Valley Co-op which included Rice and Scott 

County Historical Societies. Discussion – currently we don’t have a project for a grant. Should the 

roof grant not come through, we could reconsider exploring grants from MN Valley Co-op. 



Exterminator Update 

Susan Mathwig provided us with an update on the recent exterminator visit. Traps are working as 

they should. Found in an upstairs room were walnut shells on the floor, without evidence of any 

pests. Will keep an eye on this. 

 

Nicollet County Historical Society Meeting 

A flyer was handed out for the upcoming Nicollet County Historical Society Annual Meeting on 

Monday, March 30th at 5:00 pm. Guest speaker will be Stephanie Hess from the Minnesota Digital 

Library. 

 

Next meeting is the Annual Meeting (see below for Annual Meeting information). There will 

not be a separate meeting in April. 

 

Adjourn – the meeting was adjoined at 6:20 pm. Becky Briggs made the motion to adjoin; Shirley 

Black seconded the motion. Passed. 

Respectfully Submitted 

Shirley A Black, Secretary 


